COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE INN COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY JANUARY 10th 2017 AT 7.30pm 
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)


E H Lewis (Vice)




C Roach 



T Cook
H Maclehose



P Graham -Woollard 
Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
W Bellin
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
None

3. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING 
There was one member of the public present who wished to update the Council on a number of issues:-
· Litter Picking – The volunteer litter picking team wished to request additional signs and litter bins around the village.  Cllr Lewis added that the team needed additional litter picking equipment.  After a short discussion CC Ray Thomas agreed to speak to Colin Smith at the VoG to see if they would provide new bins. 
· Affordable Housing Advert – This had been advertised for Corntown not Colwinston.  The Chair confirmed that the Council already knew about this.  After a short discussion it was agreed that the Chair would mention in his next piece for the newsletter a welcome to the new inhabitants of the estate.  Also the Council to consider how they could be welcomed and included by the village. 

· Broadband Survey – At this point the results of a short survey of broadband speeds was provided.  It was explained that there was a great variation in speeds even between neighbours and this was often to do with the connections within individual houses.  The Chair explained that Broadband would be discussed later in the agenda. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS 
PCSO Angela Stone had sent her apologies.  She had reported to the Clerk that there had been no crimes in the village since the last meeting.
CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
County Councillor Ray Thomas indicated that due to a number of cancellations there had been no cabinet/Council meetings yet in 2017, so he had nothing to report.  
5. Review and approval of FY 2017/18 Budget – circulated in meeting pack and Discussion and decision needed on FY 2017/18 Precept

The Chair referred the Council to the previously circulated draft budget.  The Clerk ran through each line in the budget.  There was a detailed discussion on whether the Council needed to start building a reserve for planning costs in relation to fighting any possible second planning application from Redrow.  It was agreed that the Council should budget for any initial costs that might be needed at short notice, but then the source of any additional funding needed would have to be considered at that point and agreed with villagers.  It was agreed that £2,000 was a sensible figure for these initial funds.  

The s137 grants line was also discussed; it was felt that there may be small grants made to local community groups and towards services such as the newsletter.  It was agreed that £500 was a suitable figure. 

At this point the Clerk referred the Council to the fact that they had to state a total figure for the precept to the VoG.  After reviewing the budget there was a further discussion regarding the precept and the effect the new houses would have.  It was proposed by Cllr Graham-Woollard that the 2017/18 Budget be accepted and the precept be set at £9,000; this was seconded by Cllr Cook and agreed by all. 
AP Clerk to inform VoG of Precept requirement

6. PLANNING 

The previously circulated planning applications were reviewed:-
o
ENF/2016/0121/PC- Glan Ynys, Colwinston – Enforcement Contravention Ongoing
The Clerk stated that she had received a call from Marcus Goldsworthy at the VoG that this matter was being investigated by Enforcement and highways. 
o
2016/01462/FUL
Ridgebrook, Colwinston-Conversion of garage into Granny Annexe 
o
2016/01083/FUL  The Granary, Newland Fawr Farm, Llangan-  Proposed use of a former granary as a home office/bedroom- APPROVED


The Council discussed the Ridgebrook application it was felt that the design did not seem suitable for a ‘granny’ annex and was more like an additional dwelling.  After the discussion it was agreed that this application should be opposed on the grounds of additional building in the rural area that was not needed.   
AP Clerk to comment on the planning application

7. MINUTES OF THE  PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 13th December 2016, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Lewis that the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Cook. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
8. MATTERS ARISING 
Point 6 – Communication Policy – The Clerk confirmed that she had received correspondence from Mr Rob Thomas confirming an understanding of the Communication Policy and that he would pass the details on to his officers. 
The policy was also sent to OVW, it was felt that their response was not that useful.  It was agreed that attendance at the next Community Liaison Meeting where communication was being discussed. 
AP Clerk to confirm with date and pass on to Cllr Roach who has happy to attend if available
Point 10.1 – Complaint regarding the stones in the stream – The Clerk confirmed that the VoG had contacted her to ask Welsh Water to remove the stones. 
Point 10.2 – Ownership of playing fields at school – AP Clerk to pass on the information she needed from the school to Cllr Cook who would ask on his next visit.

Point 10.3 – Governors terms - AP Clerk to pass on the information she needed from the school to Cllr Cook who would ask on his next visit.

Point 10.4 – Correspondence – Cllr Lewis wished to query the situation on the substation.  Cllr Graham-Woollard is hoping that Redrow will be able to attend the February meeting to discuss this and a number of the other outstanding matters.  After a short discussion it was agreed that this Council would write to the VoG Council asking them specifically whether they had received all the information needed to assess the entranceway to the estate and if so what progress had been made.  The Clerk would also query when the advertising boards that had been refused planning permission would be taken down.  Cllr Graham-Woollard to query with Redrow on whether they had submitted the additional attenuation basin report requested. 
AP Clerk to write to Planning and Enforcement

At this point there was a discussion regarding the response this Council had received so far in regards to its complaint on the lack of risk assessment and appropriate due diligence on the placing of the substation.  It was felt by the Council that the emails they had been sent in response to their freedom of information query was not a satisfactory response and if anything confirmed this Council’s concerns.  There are real road safety issues and a continuing danger to the school children.  

AP Clerk to write to Mr Rob Thomas asking for a suitable response to this continued complaint 
Point 11.3 – Blocked Footpath –Cllr Graham-Woollard provided the Clerk with the location of the blocked footpath.  AP Clerk to report to PROW
Point 11.4 – Unauthorised sign – The Clerk stated that she had received an email from Jo Dovey at the VoG that this matter would be passed on to one of her officers.  Cllr Maclehose explained that the sign was still there.  AP Clerk to chase removal
9. CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerks report was reviewed and the following matters discussed:-
Email from Gwyn Teague re the proposed bridleway between Seasons and the A48- It was felt by the Council that the reasons for not pursuing the opening of the bridleway were insufficient.  It was agreed to write to Mr Teague proposing that if the track was not going to be turned into a bridleway then it should revert back to a green highway.  To do this the obstructions should be removed and that the land owners are chased to cut the hedges.  
AP Clerk to respond to Mr Teague, Cllr Lewis will investigate correct terms for pathway.
The following correspondence had been received by the Clerk:-
06/01/17- Email from Cllr Cook re Broadband Survey 

05/01/17- Email from Gwyn Teague re Bridleway

05/01/17- Email from Kelly Davies re Tranche 2 of affordable housing

03/01/17  Email from Welsh Government re pre application community consultation event

03/01/17 Email from OVW re Battle’s Over – A Nation’s Tribute 100 years of Remembrance

21/12/16- Email from Welsh Gov re leaflet for involvement in elections

19/12/16- Email from OVW re Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales

19/12/16- Letter from Rob Thomas confirming receipt of communication policy 

19/12/16- Email from VoG re requirement for precept

16/12/16- Email from Welsh Gov re s137 limits 

15/12/16- OVW December Bulletin

15/12/16- Email from J Dovey re removal of unauthorised sign

15/12/16- Email acknowledgment and thanks from Rob Thomas re communication policy

15/12/16- Email from VoG re Vale of Glamorgan Standards Committee - Application for Dispensation

14/12/16- Email discussion re Broadband Speeds Survey

14/12/16- Email from M Goldsworthy confirming investigation by highways and planning re Glan Ynys

14/12/16- Email from Cllr Bates to CC Thomas re road markings outside school

09/12/16 – Christmas Card and Surgery Calendar from Jane Hutt

09/12/16- Email from OVW re Invite to Buckingham Palace Garden Party to Chairman

09/12/16- Email from VoG agenda and reports for 14th December Cabinet meeting

09/12/16- Email from VoG with Christmas Card from Neil Moore
Finance 

Funds as of 06/01/2017 £10,308(cashbook) incl £3,200 lottery grant for Village Book.

I have submitted a VAT reclaim for £336.71 that has not yet been received.

The December budget analysis has been submitted for your review at the meeting.  Cllr Cook confirmed he had reviewed the Dec 2016 bank reconciliation and had signed this to confirm it was satisfactory 
Receipts 

Christmas Grant -£315 

Precept- £2,333

Payments to be authorised

Jo Howell - Clerks quarterly salary till Dec 2016

100457
£459.92

Ext Audit - Welsh Audit Office 



100458
£186.75
St Michaels Church – compensation for Christmas lights 100460
£20
Cllr Lewis proposed the authorisation of the above payments; this was seconded by Cllr Maclehose and agreed by all. The cheques were signed by two signatories. 

10. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
a.
Update from Cllr Lewis re LDBCW Electoral Review: Policy and Practice

Cllr Lewis explained that the Local Democracy Boundary Commission for Wales have undertaken a review of the various criteria that should be applied in review of County, Town and Community Councils.  The criteria they have identified include that the number of electors per elected representative should be standard, however actually in rural areas this may need less electors per elected representative.  The result of the review was that the current 1254 elected reps in the 22 County Councils would reduce to 1211 Councillors.  This has been accepted by the Welsh Assembly and all political parties in Wales.  When comparing this to Scotland the results in particular seem disappointing. Scotland with a population of almost twice that of Wales had 1,223 councillors. There then followed a discussion on the boundary changes proposals, where the Western Vale will join with Bridgend and overall Wales would drop from 40 parliamentary seats to 29 seats.   The Chair thanked Cllr Lewis for his report.

b.
Update from Cllr Graham-Woollard and Cllr Tom Cook re BT Broadband
Cllr Cook had previously circulated the broadband survey he had created.  The desired outcome of the survey is that as many people in the village as possible submit data regarding their location, broadband supplier and type of package, along with numerous readings of their broadband speed.  After a short discussion it was agreed that a hard copy drop of the survey was not needed.  

Once the data has been received that it can be analysed in a number of ways and can help arm Alun Cairns with some additional evidence on the current situation in Colwinston.  Links to the survey will be posted on the village Facebook and website pages, and also a number of people will be contacted directly to complete the survey. 

At this point Cllr Graham-Woollard provided the Council with information on the current broadband infrastructure in the village.  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday February 14th 2017 at 19.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn ( due to the date, the venue/date may be changed, if so then the Clerk will inform the Council).
The meeting was closed at 9.45pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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